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IB Mission Statement

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 
people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 

understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations 
to develop challenging programs of international education and rigorous assessment.

These programs encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and 
lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

IB Middle Years Program

The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program
(MYP) at Bethesda-Chevy Chase is the final two years of a
five-year program designed for students in grades 6-10.
Instruction for 9th and 10th grade students emphasizes
international mindedness and critical thinking as the overall
goal of the MYP is to develop students who will be lifelong
learners, critical thinkers, and responsible global citizens.

The areas of interaction, eight subjects and the personal
project are at the core of the Middle Years Program.

The MYP is defined by three fundamental concepts: 

Holistic Learning – in which the student develops an understanding by consciously learning 
how to learn and linking new knowledge to existing knowledge. 

Intercultural Awareness – in which the student develops a sense of personal and cultural 
identity and a respect for themselves and others. 

Communication – in which the student develops a good command of expression in a variety 
of forms, including a second language. 

All students must complete the personal project, with the majority of their work undertaken 
in their 10th grade year. Students should spend approximately 25 hours on their personal 
project. All students in the 10th grade are registered with IB for external moderation of the 
personal project, promoting a global standard of quality. 

The Personal Project



MYP Curriculum Framework

Teaching and learning in the MYP is underpinned by the following core components:

 Approaches to learning (ATL), helping students learn how to learn by developing skills for 
research, critical and creative thinking, communication, collaboration, and self‐management

 Key and related concepts, helping students explore big ideas that matter

 Global contexts, helping students understand the relevance and importance of their study for 
understanding their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet

 Personal Project, helping students in grade 10 construct in‐depth knowledge on a topic of 
their choice

 Service as Action through Community Service, helping students develop as caring members 
of our community

These core components are integrated in all eight subjects of the program. Students have 
the option to take courses from six of the eight subject groups:

The IB Learner Profile: The IB mission in action  

The development of Learner Profile attributes in a school community is a an ongoing process.  
Identification of areas in need of developing requires critical thought to challenge assumptions.  
International awareness is encompassed in the learner profile. The Learner Profile supports a 
perspective on teaching and learning shared in the wider educational community. 

The Learner Profile is the Mission Statement in action.  The IB Mission Statement can be 
linked to the Learner Profile through questions and action in the classroom. 
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Subject Groups Credits Available Courses

1. Language and Literature 2.0 English 9 & 10, ESOL

2. Language Acquisition 2.0 Spanish, French, Chinese, Arabic (any level)

3. Mathematics 2.0 Any level

4. Sciences 2.0 Biology, Chemistry

5. Individuals and Societies 2.0 US History & Government (NSL)

6‐8. Physical and Health 
Education, Design, or Arts

2.0 Students choose a combination of two subjects from 
these three groups to study for two years

Inquirers Knowledgeable Thinkers Communicators Principled

Open‐minded Caring Risk‐takers Balanced Reflective


